
GET WARDROBE IN HERE... QUICK!
VIDEO ARTS TOP DIY FILMING TIPS 

VIDEO    I    E-LEARNING    I    PRODUCTION    I    WORKSHOPS

1. KEEP THE VISUAL FOCUS
A clean, clear set will make sure you don’t distract the viewer. Avoid what’s called 
the ‘moiré effect’ where striped patterns on things like shirts and blinds create 
disruptions on video.

2. USE THREE POINT LIGHTING
A key light, a fill light and a back light: that’s ‘three-point’ lighting and it will give your 
subject warmth, eliminate shadows and bring people further into the foreground. 
Professional lighting will do the job best but even a few lamps pointed in the right 
direction will help.

3. FRAME YOUR SCENE
Too much space around your subject will look awkward and unprofessional. 
Creatively you might want to have someone to one side, for example, in an interview 
where having someone off-centre talking towards the unused space can be effective.

5. BE AUTHENTIC
If you want to film interviews then don’t be tempted to script them. People who aren’t 
used to performing in front of the camera will come across as wooden. Let their 
natural voice shine.

6. BE HEARD
Most mobile phones come with an omnidirectional microphone which tends to pick up 
a lot of background noise. One of the ways to get around this is to use a directional mic.

7. AVOID AMATEUR TECHNIQUES IN YOUR EDITING
Here is a good rule to follow – if your company wouldn’t use a ripple dissolve or 
honeycomb transition in PowerPoint, then don’t use one in your film. Use a straight 
cut (no transition at all) between shots in the same scene, or a fade-to-black to show 
either the passing of time or the end of a video.

MAKING A VIDEO 
FOR LEARNING: 
YOUR PRODUCTION 
CHECKLIST

 � Avoid the moiré effect

 � Use three-point lighting

 � Frame your subject

 � Work your camera angles

 � Avoid a script unless it’s
professionally acted 

 � Don’t compromise on sound

 � Use transitions with caution

GRAB YOUR IPHONE, WE’RE MAKING A TRAINING VIDEO!
It’s that easy to make a rubbish video for learning. So, take a 
breath and listen in to some tips on how to do it well, from our 
award-winning production team. All of these video tips are also 
available as videos (obviously) at videoarts.com

4. POSITION THE EYE LINE
And while we’re talking about framing, the position of the eye line to the camera 
conveys a message all of its own. If the camera is below the subject’s eye line the 
viewer will feel like they’re being told off. If the camera is above the subject’s eye 
line, it gives them a slightly submissive look: not a good look if your speaker wants to 
convey authority. Positioning the camera at eye level is a more natural view.

VIDEO ARTS RUNS REGULAR 
WORKSHOPS FOR ANYONE 
WHO WANTS TO MAKE A 
CORPORATE VIDEO.
VISIT VIDEOARTS.COM


